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or anything of that kind. What we can do,
and what is of importance, is to understand what
the man was interiorly, what kind of victory it
was which he won, and how what he was, and
the victory he won, explain the time.
The task is all the more necessary because, in
a very subtle way but a very important one, the
Saint Thomas More is badly misunderstood;
and'through misunderstanding him we misunder-
stand the nature of the English Reformation
itself as well as the peculiar and individual great-
ness of this individual martyr.
What I may call the conventional portrait of
the man, the one which both Catholics and
Protestants accept (for he is quite as much
admired in the other camp as in ours) is some-
thing as follows:
" While most of England was following the
lead of King Henry and cutting itself off from
the unity of the Church, and while the country
as a whole was going Protestant, a few men
among the laity stood out for the old Catholic
position. They would not listen to any talk of a
breach with the Papacy, which they knew to be
of Divine institution, and the very keystone of
the Church. Therefore they boldly sacrificed
themselves rather than give way to the new claims
of the lay State or admit Henry to be the supreme
head of the Church or accept Protestant doctrine